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Massive data centers are springing up across 
Wisconsin to power AI, cloud computing, and 
social media. But behind every screen and 
prompt are enormous hidden costs to our 
wallets, our health, and our environment.

The Problem

These data centers demand staggering amounts 
of electricity and water. Utilities are using them as 
an excuse to invest in more fossil fuels that benefit 
their bottom line, but those fossil fuels are harm-
ing our health. 

1. https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3385425/

2. https://www.eesi.org/articles/view/data-centers-and-water-consumption

3. https://www.wpr.org/news/report-growing-demand-data-centers-industry-
great-lakes-water

Data centers consume between 1 and 5 million 
gallons of water a day,² the same amount used 
by a small city. Nationally, they’re expected to 
withdraw 150 billion gallons of water over the 
next five years, as much as 4.6 million U.S. house-
holds use in that time.³

Utilities are using data centers as an excuse 
to invest in more fossil fuels that benefit 
their bottom line, leaving Wisconsin ratepayers 
to help pick up the tab for these wealthy corpo-
rate interests. 

People living near gas plants 
face 11 to 15 percent higher hos-
pitalization rates for asthma 
and respiratory illnesses.¹ Burn-
ing more fossil fuels to power 
data centers threatens the 
health of children and families 
while worsening climate change.
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DATA CENTER
POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS



Require renewable energy

Protect ratepayers

Promote transparency

Protect workers

Ensure fairness

Protecting taxpayers

Promote community involvement

Data centers should be powered by 100 percent clean energy and data 
center developers should be required to supply at least 30 percent of their 
energy through their own Wisconsin-based renewables. Click to watch.

Data centers should meet the full cost of their own energy needs, 
and ensure their increased demand on our transmission and state 
grid infrastructure is accounted for and paid for by tech companies, 
not consumers. Click to watch.

Utilities and data centers must disclose water and 
energy use. Click to watch.

Workers who build data centers must be paid the pre-
vailing wage or higher if covered by a union contract.

Data centers should contribute to the Focus on 
Energy Fund and the Green Innovation Fund, sup-
porting renewable energy, energy efficiency, and 
local innovation.

Any tax incentives tied to projects that present elevated 
risk or fail to meet agreed-upon performance standards 
should include clear, enforceable clawback provisions.

Data center developers should be required to 
meet with local community groups, economic 
development and business leaders early in the 
planning process – not just local elected officials. 
Click to watch.

“It’s clear that power 
demand is going to 
go through the roof.” 
Watch this video 
with Anton Kapela 
who gives us an 
inside look at a data 
center in Madison.
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DATA CENTER
POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

Wisconsin needs a comprehensive framework for ensuring there 
is fairness, affordability, transparency, and accountability as the 
data center industry expands.

Solutions
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https://www.youtube.com/shorts/vR4tGogAhLw
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/iLI35AN3rP8
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/w9sp6hKk3t0
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/uUPLqu3IGpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jG0g1Wgh9Ag

