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Investing in clean energy is a win-win. Solarand
wind are the most affordable and quickest fuel
sources to build while reducing the need for pol-
luting fossil fuels that harm our health.

The Problem

Currently, Wisconsin gets around 10 percent of our
energy from renewables like wind and solar, which
is about half of the national average.

Despite the many benefits of clean energy, Wis-
consin investor-owned utilities have fought
state efforts to make commitments to large-
scale renewables. Why? Because they make
more money building large fossil fuel projects
and placing the costs of those projects on
ratepayers.

The legislature has also neglected or killed poli-
cies that would encourage renewable energy and
energy efficiency. In some cases, they have prohib-
ited local governments and individuals from pursu-
ing clean energy policies, leaving Wisconsin behind
in developing in-state clean energy resources.

The energy landscape is changing, and Wisconsin
is being left behind.

The legislature and utilities con-
tinue to ignore the very real shift-
ing of energy technologies, leav-
ing Wisconsin residents in the
energy past where we continue to

send $1.25 billion out of Wisconsin DRI
every year for coal and gas.’ MADISON OFFICE
133 S. Butler St. #320
That leaves too many of us vulnerable to increased Madison, Wi 53703
health risks from pollution, rising utility bills, 608-661-0845
and a lack of investment in local businesses. conservationvoters.org

info@conservationvoters.org

1. https://www.eia.gov/state/seds/data.php?incfile=/state/
seds/sep_sum/html/sum_ex_eu.html&sid=WI MORE >
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Solutions

01 Set a strong 100 percent clean energy requirement for
power production by 2050.

Prioritizing renewables ensures Wisconsin has a proven way to
reduce our pollution while capturing the economic benefits of
in-state energy investments. Other states across the country
and upper Midwest have all adopted 100 percent clean energy
standards.

oz Implement a comprehensive approach to clean energy
that utilizes all sensible locations.

This includes scaling up urban solar on rooftops and parking lots
and doubling down on energy efficiency to lower our total energy
needs. We should prioritize net metering and third-party financ-
ing to deploy solar on local businesses and community buildings
— practical measures that decrease the overall demand for large-
scale energy projects.

03 Invest in large scale renewable energy.

Large scale wind and solar also provide local communities much
needed revenue for roads, emergency services, and community
buildings. Under Wisconsin law, large scale projects generate
$5000 per megawatt each year. For large projects, this can amount
to several million dollars a year.

“l expected the solar to cut my farm's
energy bill by about 50 percent, and it
cut it by more like 75 percent. Farmers
typically have very tight margins, and

having our energy costs reduced is
important for our livelihood, our sur-
vival, and our bottom line.”




