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Thousands of Wisconsinites lack access to
clean, safe drinking water. From lead pipes
to PFAS or nitrate contamination, it's an
issue that impacts people no matter if you
live in an urban, suburban, or rural area.

Private well owners, primarily in rural areas, face a
multitude of safe drinking water challenges, often
without the support for identifying contamination
and remediating it.

Approximately one-third of Wis-
consinites rely on groundwater
from private wells for their drink-
ing water. Without regular testing,
required notifications, or state
support, thousands of families
remain unaware of the risks in
their drinking water.

Some of the contaminants include nitrate, PFAS, lead,
arsenic, and bacteria like E. coli which can cause
serious illnesses.

There is overwhelming support to address drinking
water contamination in Wisconsin, including for pri-
vate well owners.

87 0/ of Wisconsinites surveyed say that
0 addressing drinking water pollution
is somewhat or very important. CONTACT US
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Health

Connecting water pollution with the health risks to families, especially chil-
dren, is an effective way to talk about clean drinking water. By centering
stories of impacted families who experienced pollution and health
impacts, you can show people the real consequences of failing to
clean up our water. Featuring a variety of storytellers helps connect with
more voters.

about their child’s
struggle with E. Coli poisoning. Scan here >

Rising costs
This political moment is defined by economic uncertainty and rising costs.
Inflation is outpacing income. Rising costs from groceries, energy bills, hous-
ing, prescription drugs, and more is putting immense pressure on people.
Many Wisconsinites with private wells in rural areas are feeling the
limit of their income, and the house that they own is their most valu-
able asset. When that asset is impacted by private well contamination,
it puts additional strain and frustration on the homeowner. Centering
these impacts can be especially persuasive for rural well owners,
men, independents, conservatives, and families with lower incomes.

with toxic well pollution. Scan here >

Small businesses

This issue is particularly salient for people who get their water
from a private well, but voters who are not on private wells also
express support and concern. Leaning into the impact on a local
business can be a helpful frame that directly connects with voters
who don't personally get their water from a private well.

about
how toxic water affects his businesses. Scan here >

Corporate accountability

Voters are fed up with rising costs and an economy that only works for the
ultra rich. Increasingly, voters across the political spectrum are frustrated
with a lack of corporate accountability. 93 percent of Wisconsinites some-
what or strongly agree that corporations responsible for contaminat-
ing drinking water should be held accountable and pay for clean up.

Methodology: Wisconsin Conservation Voters tested four ads on Grow Progress in February 2026.
The results are based on a survey of 2,395 Wisconsin voters.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9XI53g9IYL4&list=PLHOulfcRVBt0cr45oNBK6yc0iJJ_TxGsK&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xqCCsCmWdmE&list=PLHOulfcRVBt0cr45oNBK6yc0iJJ_TxGsK&index=7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ctKKfqbIAlE&list=PLHOulfcRVBt0cr45oNBK6yc0iJJ_TxGsK&index=4

