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Energy rates are rising for Wisconsinites every-
where – from Shell Lake to Milwaukee, Prairie du 
Chien to De Pere. People are facing the impos-
sible choice between paying for groceries or 
putting gas in the car. They’re rationing prescrip-
tions and agonizing over whether to take sick 
children to the doctor. For many families, rising 
energy costs are an unavoidable burden, made 
worse by the fact they have no say in the prices 
they’re charged. 

The Problem
Wisconsin households already face 
energy bills rising twice as fast as infla-
tion. In 2025 alone, the average utility bill in Wis-
consin increased by $13 a month.¹ 

This problem is likely only to grow with 
increased energy demand from data centers 
and rising gas prices due to invasions of Ukraine 
and Iran.

Business as usual means that utilities tend to favor 
expensive fossil fuel plants because the company 
can receive the highest return on their investment 
while passing costs on to customer bills. 

In other words: the utilities and their CEOs get 
richer while the rest of us pay the price.

Tech giants and utilities are 
pocketing record profits while 
hardworking families struggle to 
keep the lights on. That’s not fair 
and it’s not sustainable. 
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RISING COST OF ENERGY
POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS



“The runaway electric 
bills and gas bills... Some-
body’s pocketing too 
much money and con-
sumers are having to pay 
for it. This profit motive, I 
think that’s what’s in the 
way.”

– Valerie Langston, 
Milwaukee resident

RISING COST OF ENERGY
POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

According to the US Department of Energy, energy affordability 
means that “consumers should be able to pay for their home elec-
tricity use – lighting, heating, cooling, powering appliances – while 
also paying for other basic living expenses, such as food and medi-
cation, without having to choose or feel overburdened.” 
Households that spend more that 6 percent of their income on 
energy costs are considered highly energy burdened.  For low 
income households in Wisconsin, the average energy burden is 
between six and 14 percent.²

In order to to combat utility spending and cost 
shifting to ratepayers:

Wisconsin must have a transparent state 
energy plan that allows us to make the 
healthiest, most sustainable energy 
choices for the future. A long-term plan-
ning process ensures that we maintain 
reliability, manage costs for ratepayers, 
and avoid unnecessary overbuilding of 
expensive fossil fuel plants.

The Wisconsin Public Service Commission 
should ensure that large load customers, 
like data centers, have to file a large cus-
tomer tariff that ensures they are pay-
ing 100 percent of the costs for new and 
upgraded infrastructure.

Wisconsin should expend residential 
energy efficiency investments like Focus 
on Energy to capture additional savings 
for customers.
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1. https://blog.ucs.org/maria-chavez/to-understand-rising-energy-costs-in-wisconsin-
follow-the-data-center-bread-crumbs/
2. https://energy.wisc.edu/news/podcast-shining-light-energy-justice

Click to watch.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KMErPRfvteQ

